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HIGH SPEED RAIL PEER REVIEW RECOMMENDATIONS 
PUT BILLIONS IN FEDERAL FUNDING AT RISK


SACRAMENTO: Jim Earp, Executive Director, California Alliance for Jobs, issued the following statement in response to a High Speed Rail Peer Review Panel Report issued today.
“Constructive, unbiased analysis of the High Speed Rail project from knowledgeable peers is not only important, but essential to ultimately delivering a state-of-the-art rail system to Californians. 
“The Peer Review Panel report is generous in itemizing what it views as shortcomings in the High Speed Rail Authority’s newly revised business plan. By contrast, it is miserly in offering viable recommendations to address those shortcomings. 
“If we accept the panel’s recommendations that the Legislature should take a ‘time out’ before appropriating any more money to the project and that ultimately the money should go first to the urban areas, then we must accept the reality that California will lose billions in federal funding for the project. 
“The California Alliance for Jobs continues to believe high speed rail is the most cost-effective, environmentally responsible way to address our state’s future mobility needs. This is the time to critically examine every aspect of the project in order to make it better.”
The California Alliance for Jobs represents more than 2,000 heavy construction companies and 80,000 union construction workers from Kern County to the Oregon border. The Alliance advocates responsible investment in public infrastructure projects to help build a secure future for all Californians.
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